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HOW TO SET A WORLD
RECORD WITHOUT REALLY
TRYING!

by Rich faworski

crring world
records is
NEVLT CaAN.
In fagr the
record w
wnternded o
improve by s light, the
AX-4 duration of 23 houres
1T minutes which Adwven
teere set e 20075 was never
challenged by this 19 hour 3
mitnute ight vsing, basically
the same egquipment. This
2008 Hight happencd to
cover a distance of 250 miles
and uninrentonally surpassed
Cricar Lindstrom™s 2001
record for the AN-4 distance
af 210 miles, (Sorry Oscar!)
As noted by Bill Bussev whio
had several problems dur-
ing his 1986 AX-6 duration
theht?, “Murphy Lives.™

Crur 2008 el was full of
“Murphy™s™ For satery sake,
CONtingency actions to ad
dress in-thaht problems were
pre-planned and unlized.
Untortuacely prablems with
fuel consumprion caleuta
tons, weather, remperatore/
velocity profiles, and rerrain
wierd cncountered. All of
these cambined o put the
pilot in g situaton which
was intended to be avoided
Somehow cur shot arim
prowing fight duraton ended
ap as a *Muollisan™ wihich
landed in the dark Wisconsin
night with a diseance record
as a consalation prize.
Because the 23 hour
thght in 2007 was short-
ened by the accumulation
of M pounds of tee in the
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envelope, modifications were
made to limir jce formation.
Twa test Highes were made in
Nebraska at warmer tempera-
tures which confirmed the
operabilityof these modifica
nons, AL we needed o im-
prove the 2007 duration was
the right weather! Unfortu-
nately last vear’s minus 2771
amlyent wmperatures were
net in the Grand Forks,
NI forecast during
January, 2008 so we
decided o v wath
the st minus
LT weather
availahle. Tr
alser happened
that the mimus
LOFE sweatler
oveirred
during tull
moon whach
wortld en-
Baree night
tlight vision.

Launch
preparations
wentsmoothly
with the help
ot Grand Forks
acromaur, Dane
Hanson and his
family; the Grand
Forks Flight Sup
port who ket us pracrice
aur inthation pr{'.u.:i:dur::,
without envelope, in their
hanger: and the Grand Forks
Country Club who allowed
us the wse of their wind shel-
rered parking lot and dub
Tense,

All wentas expected for
the 930 AM launeh and
lirst eight howes of the fight
exeepr the air temperatire
was warmer than desired, At
erzht hours the Hrse fuel tank
expired. A rotal distance
ot only 39 miles had been
rraveled. During thar period,
aloitude was maimtained as
lovar as possible (50t 500
[t AGL) o keep the balloon

Vareded A gl 2000

in the surface inversion at
specds of less than 10 mph.
The real *surprise™ was that
the “gight hours™ was ey
pected to be “nine hours™ or
more. Alseo, durng

howr cisht,
the

sur
face
winds increased
tr 15 — 20 mph, not pre
dicted, and the sun set as
predicred. A recalenlanion
of the fuel consumption rate
re-confirmed adequate fuel
was on board to fly threogh
and beyond sunrise the next
Morning,

With the fheht's night
tme heading and speed,
the chase crew, composed
of Marthew Grote, Wavne
Meohring, and Gary Hen-

drickson and NAA Observer
Oy Olivier, projected the
track to the Northeast and a
torest landing very chose to
Lake Supérion. After long
conference calls with
wisither con-
sulrant,

Brad
Temever, the
crew recommended fhang
ar 1,000t AGL ar higher
to avind the North's more
dense woods and the Lake,
Afrer discussing the basis of
the recommicnidation, ar the
cost of flving for a shorter
duration, the alttude was
increased and mamntaned ar
L0006t AGL with a resule-
ing heading af 115 degrees,

As D warched the

balloon™s moon shadow

race through the snow filled
wioods below ar speeds as
high as 35 mph. [ wondered
how one would ever land
without significant damage
o the halloon and the pilo
whi was sitting in g harness
freely suspended above the
fuel tank. Tr was comitor
ing 1o knew thar the fuel
consumption calenlations
had been reviewed and
adjusted tor the re-
duced duration of the
first tank and still
projected landing
well after sunrise.
Landing during
the night did
net appear te
be a good op-
i,
Through
the night, the
iciches formed
on the mouth
lines. The
chise crew
radiocd 1o
anonnce their
departures to
oot around large
wilderness arcas
or where they were
as | passed over, |
was mentally counting
dovwen hours o sunrise,
*“Only cight hours of
might lefi! 7 No one was
counting miles.

Fuel tank inventory 15
mamirored by spring scales
which begin to indicate when
10 gallons of fuel are left,
enough fuel oy for two or
three hours,. The first $cale
mewements began around
3 AM and were defimitely
conhirmed as true by 4 AM,
Speed: 22 mph ar 600 f
AGL. T radioed the erew
that wi were not able o flv
£4) SURCise.

Several vears agoin a
dizscussion wirth Mebraska's
gas balloonist, John Kugl-:r_
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abour the high wind land-
ings freguently encountered
by gas Dalloonists, John said,
“Youu jost have to land i, vou
just have tol”

Landing preparations,
puttirg on b lelmer, and
stOwing, cquipment took
abour L minures. Spedd:
17 mph ar 200 ft AGL. The
crow radiovd char they were
abwour g mide ahead of me on
atree-lined highway - be
rween me and the brighely
lit tewn of Sieer, Wisconsin.
Uhey advised not to land
tond close to rovin in order
tor avoidd power lines. And
some good news; “The last
fhag we saw looked like about
7 mph.™

Diepth perception is
always difficult ever a larme

The Siven, Wik

tlar serface and 11 15 npoy
sible 1 the dark with the
intermittent burner disrup
g the lictde nighe vision
gained between blasts. | was
surprised shen the fuel tank
crashed agunstsomething
and pulled the top as 1 was
throwen anto ice dnd drog fuar
S0} feer across o wonderful

I haedn™
Felr this lucky since 1 walked

one mile wide lake.

away from my one power line
contact in 1979, Ohther than
unsteady fegs trom rechining
in thie harness for 19 hours,
all body parts were fune
tigannal!

Asaresulo ot our 911
ctll o the sherift request-
ing dirccrions to access Ll

lake. the Siren Volunieer Fire

BYepartment miriated a rescue

flimhe. phorw ire Masthen Grose

2 Hallwpiing

drill ar 4:30 AM on a cold Reterenves:

and clear Sumday moring, 1) *Adventure of the
Heart 20077, Ballooning,
March AApril 2007

2) *“Murphy™s Law iy
Alive & Well™; Ballooning,
May [9%a:

After our crew had packed
up and.carvied the equip
ment i guarter mile across
Big Doctor Lake, about 15
firemien met us and ordered
the pilot to lay down in a
transport cart pulled by an
ATV, Alter a quick medical
check in their ambedance and
signing a refusal for addi
tronal mediel assistance, we
posce for pictures, finished
packing gear;and headed tor
the heared five stadon. And -
oh veah, we just set another

wiorld recond!!
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